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Welcome to a new regular feature from The Observer Real Estate Desk. In this 

inaugural edition, we ask Elayne Roskin, a senior vice president and managing 

director at Brown Harris Stevens, 11 questions about the city and herself. Ms. Roskin 

grew up in New York with real estate in her blood. (Don’t we all?) The granddaughter 

of one of William Zeckendorf’s associates, this 25-year-vet has spent the past dozen 

years at Brown Harris Stevens, racking up tons of deals on her native Upper East 

Side.

WHERE DO YOU LIVE?

I live on the Upper East Side with my husband. We have both lived on the East Side 

most of our lives so that is probably where our comfort zone is.

HOW IS WORK THESE DAYS? WHAT IS YOUR LATEST DEAL?

Work has been very busy but in all likelihood will probably begin to slow down next week just before Thanksgiving. My 

latest deal was the sale of a beautiful duplex maisonette just off of Fifth Avenue.

WHAT WAS THE BEST MEAL YOU’VE EVER EATEN IN NEW YORK?

This is New York–there are simply too many to count. 

WHAT WAS YOUR FIRST APARTMENT LIKE? 

My first apartment was in the Village that I shared with 3 roommates while we were all attending NYU. The rent was 

$150 each a month.

TELL US YOUR RECESSION WAR STORY.

A customer walking away with pen in hand after weeks of negotiating a contract.

HOW DO YOU GET AROUND TOWN?

Walking, whenever possible, plus I enjoy the added exercise. Most of the time, I can get to my destination faster than 

a cab!

WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE BUILDING IN THE CITY AND WHY?

I have a favorite building in every neighborhood.



IF YOU WEREN’T A BROKER, WHAT WOULD YOU BE?

An architect.

WHAT IS YOUR DREAM HOME?

Any place with my husband.

IMAGINE YOU JUST WON THE LOTTERY. WHAT STORE DO YOU HEAD TO AND WHAT DO YOU BUY?

If I won the lottery, I would not go shopping. 

IF THERE WAS ONE THING YOU COULD CHANGE ABOUT NEW YORK, WHAT WOULD IT BE?

I would silence all the horns in the cars.


