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A fancifully renovated Greek Revival-style Greenwich Village 
townhouse, part of a historic enclave of eight brick homes 
built on a serene stretch of Waverly Place in 1839 by Lambert 
Suydam, a former president of the Manhattan Gas Light 
Company and later the New York Fire Insurance Company, is 
about to enter the market at $14.95 million.

The annual property taxes on the five-story, 22-and-a-half-foot-
wide residence at No. 154 Waverly Place, between Gay and 
Grove Streets, are $31,000. The house and its neighbor at 
No. 152 did celestial duty as St. Joseph’s convent from 1957 
until the late 1990s. The extensive interior renovations made to 
accommodate the needs of its multiple female occupants, who 
were affiliated with the nearby Church of St. Joseph, eclipsed 
much of the original detail. A subsequent renovation by its 
current owners restored its charm as a single-family residence.

The 6,000-square-foot house is entered through a scene-setting foyer. The floor is white-and-black marble, the ceiling 
and chandelier are framed by crown molding, and the wallpaper is a hand-painted watercolor of jungle animals — 
starring elephants — custom-made for the space and imported from London. There are five fireplaces, six bedrooms, 
five full bathrooms and a laundry room; the parlor and second floors, which overlook the south garden, each have 
powder rooms.

The open parlor level has a front sitting area with a fireplace and stenciled silk wallpaper, a formal dining room, and 
a south-facing kitchen with a breakfast nook and glass-and-wrought-iron doors to a terrace with outdoor steps to the 
large and private garden/backyard. The kitchen has a center island with a built-in wine rack, marble counters, a tile 
backsplash, and Thermador and Sub-Zero appliances. The ceilings are 12 feet high on this level and range from 10 to 
12 feet on the other floors.

The winding spindle staircase leads to a formal living room with built-in shelving on either side of the fireplace, three 
windows facing north on Waverly Place, a sophisticated wet bar with red-lacquer cabinetry, and an office/study with a 
south-facing bay window.
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The children’s bedrooms are on the third floor: The back bedroom has an en-suite bath and garden views; the front bedroom has a 
fireplace, exposed ceiling beams, a walk-in closet, and an en-suite bath with a glass shower. The master suite, with a fireplace, a walk-in 
closet, and a full bath with a double vanity, is on the fourth floor, which also has a guest bedroom facing south.

At the garden level, where the owners raised the ceiling in keeping with the overall aura of spaciousness, there is a nanny/in-law suite 
with a kitchenette and a full bath; there is also room for a wine cellar or a home theater.

The townhouse is being sold through a family trust of which Nicholas R. H. Toms, the South African-born chief executive of DecisionPoint 
Systems, a provider of mobile computing and wireless systems, is the trustee. Mr. Toms and his wife, Caroline, an interior designer and 
a former lecturer at the Inchbald School of Design in London, bought the building for $4.2 million in 2000 from a developer, Daniel Kohs, 
who had acquired it and its twin, No. 152, from St. Joseph’s Church in 1999.

The couple commissioned Mr. Kohs to undertake a gut renovation, which took two years. “We replaced everything except the staircase,” 
Mr. Toms said. “That, we restored. Maybe it’s because of its history and holy inhabitants, but this always felt like a happy house, and its 
aspect on Waverly Place is such that all through the year there is sunlight in every room.” The glass-dome skylight at the culmination of 
the staircase, where a door opens to the roof, provides additional illumination.

Mr. Toms said that, with all three of their teenagers soon to be away at boarding school, the house is larger than they need. “We’ve 
been looking to move to something smaller, maybe closer to their schools, or maybe elsewhere in the city, and with the market so hot in 
this neighborhood, it seems like a good time to sell.” He said he would miss the Japanese maple tree — he had carried it along on two 
previous moves — and a bevy of New Dawn roses planted in the English garden which, along with the colorful parlor and living room, was 
featured in “The Houses of Greenwich Village.”

The listing broker, Rachel Glazer of Brown Harris Stevens, says the townhouse stands out among its antique peers for its width, move-in 
condition and tasteful traditional renovation. “It’s a light-filled, livable, roomy home,” she said, “inviting and completely comfortable.”


