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Top Stories:

The Dow and S&P 500 Close Out 2020 at Record Highs
« In 2020, the Dow rose 7.2%, the S&P 500 increased by 16.3%, and the Nasdaq jumped 43.6%.

- Here's how even in an unprecedented pandemic, stocks were able to reach record highs.

Weekly Jobless Claims Fall for the Second Week in a Row

« Initial claims for unemployment fell to 787,000, lower than the 828,000 expected by economists.

Economic Headlines

« Consumer confidence fell in December for the second straight month.
- Bitcoin hit a record high of $28,600.

« Half of U.S. states are raising their minimum wage in 2021.

« Here is a summary of what the Fed did to help the economy last year.

« UK lawmakers have approved the Brexit trade deal.

Housing Update

« U.S. home prices rose in October at their fastest pace in more than six years.

« Pending home sales fell in November, but remain 16.4% higher than a year ago.

. Mortgage rates remain unchanged at record lows.

New York Update

« New York's minimum wage is rising in 2021, and a new sick law takes effect.

« Moynihan Train Hall at Penn Station has opened.
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https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-stocks/wall-street-closes-out-wild-pandemic-year-with-dow-sp-at-records-idUSKBN29515W
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/12/30/how-the-pandemic-drove-massive-stock-market-gains-and-what-happens-next.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/12/31/weekly-jobless-claims.html
https://www.conference-board.org/data/consumerconfidence.cfm
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-crypto-currency/bitcoin-jumps-to-record-28600-as-2020-rally-reaches-new-heights-idUSKBN2940X0
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/12/30/half-of-us-states-will-raise-their-minimum-wage-in-2021.html
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-fed-yearend/in-pandemic-fed-showed-its-muscle-in-markets-still-matters-idUSKBN2930VS
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/12/28/uk-lawmakers-approve-brexit-trade-deal.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/12/29/us-home-prices-rise-at-fastest-pace-in-more-than-6-years-.html
https://www.reuters.com/article/usa-economy-housing/u-s-pending-home-sales-fall-again-in-november-idUSL1N2JA0U5
https://www.housingwire.com/articles/mortgage-rates-remain-at-record-low-levels/
https://apnews.com/article/business-new-york-andrew-cuomo-coronavirus-pandemic-kathy-hochul-7b30d301d7f5d8a2aed35b5bff05cf3a
https://www.crainsnewyork.com/transportation/cuomo-unveils-16b-moynihan-train-hall-penn-station

